TOBYMAC and Me
From Erin Croteau

You may not know this, but I have a lot in common with TobyMac. I recently went to one of his concerts
in Baltimore where I laughed, cried a little, and basked in the twinkle of a disco ball. It was there I realized that I had come full circle from my youth group DC Talk days. You might wonder what exactly I
have in common with TobyMac. Well, for instance, TobyMac and I went to the same university (although
not at the same time or even the same decade). TobyMac likes to sing and so do I (when no one is
around). TobyMac is good at rapping and I’ve tried my hand at yodeling (I know, that one is a stretch).
Ok, I’ll admit, TobyMac and I actually don’t have very much in common! I did, however, find out that we
share the same favorite Bible verse.
When I graduated high school, I had to stand up on the stage at my church where I received a beautifully bound NIV study Bible--which I still use to this day. I also had to talk about my future plans and my favorite Bible verse. There were only three in my graduating class at church and would you believe all
three of us seniors picked the same verse? “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength”
Philippians 4:13. Would you also believe all three of us ended up choosing different career paths than
we intended?
I quickly found myself in a seemingly dark and confusing place in college. I didn’t feel like I had any of
that strength I had talked about on stage at my church. I desperately desired something new—that
something could or would change in my life or mind. I would spend hours in the library journaling and
writing. One day I stumbled upon this verse—“See I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you
not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland” Psalm 43:19.
TobyMac shared Psalm 43:19 from the concert stage. He shared about the tragedy of losing his 21-year
-old son and clinging to the words of scripture—that God is doing a new thing! I’ve realized God is all
about new!

Continued on page 2
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God put a NEW song in David’s mouth (Ps 40:3).

God’s mercies are NEW every morning (Lam 3:23).
God made a NEW covenant through Jesus (Luke 22:20).
God gave us a NEW commandment through Jesus (John 13:34).
In Christ, we become NEW creations (2 Cor 5:17).
God will make a NEW heaven and NEW earth (Rev 21:1).
Just like TobyMac, I think young college me needed the promise of something new to come. The truth is
when we mourn, when we feel like we’re in the deserts of life—newness is still on the way! We’re in a
season of newness right now. Spring brought flowers out in full bloom on some of my trees and more are
yet to come. As Christians, we’ve experienced newness, but just like those early Spring blooms, there’s
more to come. Revelation 21:5 tells us “He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything
new!’ Then he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’” God is making all things
new. He said it and we can trust it.

We will be having a Parent/Child
Dedication on Sunday, May 8 between
the morning services. The dedication
will begin as close to 10:20am as possible.
NATIONAL DAY of PRAYER is MAY 5.
Join us at FCF to pray for our community, tri-state area, and nation. The church
building will be open from 9am-4pm for
individual prayer with a time to gather
corporately at 6am (coffee and pastries
provided) and 12noon (light lunch
provided.) The corporate time of prayer
will be about an hour long.

Those who attend the 9:15am service are
invited to stay for the dedication. (If you
have children in Faith Kids, please pick
them up in class at the end of the service
before the dedication begins.) Those who
attend the 10:45am service are invited to
come a little early to join us for this special time of commitment by the parents.
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25th Anniversary Picnic will be Sunday
June 5 at 3pm

As we prepare for this celebration, we
want to hear from you. Share with us a favorite FCF memory or what FCF means to
you. We will feature some of these memories at the picnic.
To submit your memory or what FCF
means to you, fill out the form in the foyer
at FCF and place it in the designated box
or email it to events@explorefcf.com by
May 16.

FCF will be providing the meal, dessert,
and beverages. To help defray the cost,
there is a suggested donation of $5/meal
(with a $20 cap for families). A donation
box will be available in the foyer at the
RSVP table and at the picnic.
Please RSVP to help us prepare for the
picnic. You can RSVP at on the FCF App
under sign-ups beginning May 1 or in the
foyer at FCF beginning May 8.

PLEASE NOTE OUR SUMMER SCHEDULE

2022 Graduates
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We will be honoring our
2022 High School, Trade
School, and College Graduates on June 5.
If you or someone in your family will
graduate this year (by June 2022), please
send
the
following
information
to
admin@explorefcf.com by May 24th so we
can include them in the honor wall.
• Name
• School they will graduate from
• Degree granted if college
• Plans for the future
• Picture of the grad (hard copy or
jpeg)

Registration for investors and
children opens on May 1. Register
through the FCF App!
Investors—mark your calendars for
Sunday, June 12 at 9:15am in Room
7 for our VBS Training! We are
asking that all investors attend. We
will provide valuable information
to help make the week of VBS a
great week!
Contact Amelia at
faithkids@explorefcf.com for more
information.

FCF Softball Game Schedule

Come out and cheer on the FCF
Softball Team!
Mark your calendar for the dates on
the right and plan to be at the
Hagerstown Fairgrounds to cheer
on the FCF Softball team! There is
no admission which means it’s
cheap entertainment! Gather with
old FCF friends and meet some of
our new families as well! All are
welcome!
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How you can build up the body of Christ
From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows
and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. - Ephesians 4:16
There was a team of engineers who did an experiment in a wind tunnel to determine why
geese fly in a “V” formation. In the experiment, they discovered that each goose, flapping
its wings, creates an uplift for the goose that follows.
Now while this uplift may be minuscule for each goose, the result is that the whole flock
gains 71% greater flying range than if they journeyed alone. So to distribute the work
among the geese, the leader of the “V” will fall back periodically to let another leader take
the point.
This amazing example in God’s creation can show us something very important about
working together. You see, when people in a group decide to each sacrifice a little for the
sake of the whole, then the group is better able to accomplish its goal. But when a
member wanders away, it will be detrimental to the group’s task.
In the body of Christ, the same is true. Each individual Christian is called to sacrifice hisor herself for the betterment of others in the body. They serve at church on Sunday or
they give to those in need not for their own good, but for the good of others. So as a
Christian, remember to give yourself for the sake of others and build up the body of
Christ.
Prayer Challenge
Pray that God would show you ways that you can humble yourself for the sake of building
up the body of Christ!
__________________________________________________________________
We are looking forward to our Young at Heart Trip to Lancaster on June 22, The deadline
to sign up is May 11. The cost is $84.55 which includes your ticket to Signt and Sound
and lunch buffet at Bird-In-Hand Restaurant. Transportation will be by charter bus (paid
for by FCF.) Our day will begin at 7am and we should return around 6pm. See John Gaynor for more information or to sign up for the trip.
For our May’s pot luck we are going to have a Guess Who Game. Please dig out the older
pictures. Find a picture from when you were young, put your name on the back and give it
to either Ron or Beth Clipp. At next month’s pot luck we will have a guessing game to see
if we can guess who the people are in the pictures.
As the weather continues to warm, please remember to drink a lot of water to stay hydrated! If you’re outside working or playing, put on sunscreen! We look forward to studying
God’s word together on Wednesdays!
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See the flyers on the next page for more information about how you can volunteer at one
of the camps or register students to attend the Power Camp, June 20-24.
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Teens and adults of all
ages are needed at all
three weeks of camp.
Scan the QR code or visit
the website to sign up to
serve one or more of the
weeks of FCA Camp!

Multi-Sport Power Camp
8am-4pm
*early drop off is available for an
additional cost

Held at Williamsport High
School
Open to Boys and Girls
Ages 8-14
Registration is $150
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May 2022
Sun
1

Mon
2

Tue
3

4

6:30 Griefshare

10am Y@H

7pm Prayer
Gathering
7pm Meal &
Service @ the
Mission
8

9

Mother’s Day

15

16

23

6:30 Griefshare

10am Y@H

7pm Prayer
Gathering

6pm Switchback

17

18

6:30 Griefshare

10am Y@H/
Potluck

Communion

6:30 Griefshare

9:15am Education
Classes End

7pm Prayer
Gathering

29

30

31

Memorial Day

6:30 Griefshare

Fri
6

National Day of
Prayer
6pm Switchback 6am & 12noon
Corporate Prayer
6:30pm Kidzlife 9am-4pm FCF
Open for Anyone
7pm FITF
to Pray

11

24

Thu
5

10

7pm Prayer
Gathering

22

Wed

Sat
7
9am Ladies
Breakfast &
Paint Day

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

6:30pm Kidzlife

25

7pm Prayer
Gathering

Uganda Global Impact Trip May 26– June 5
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