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Eureka! 
By Tony Lehman 

 

There is an old story floating around about a Greek thinker named Archimedes. As he low-
ered himself into a nice bath one day, he observed that he could use the displacement of 
water to measure the volume of nearly anything, no matter how oddly shaped. Archimedes 
had been working on a problem for the king, and this method of volume measurement was 
the final piece of the solution. The realization so excited him that he dashed straight out of 
the water and into the street crying, “Eureka!” (roughly transliterated as “I have found it”). 
I’m sure this made for a memorable day at the market, even if no one else cared about the 
relationship between volume and water displacement. 
 
Now, I’m no Archimedes, but I have been working on a slow Eureka discovery over the last 
month or so. I’ll share it with you in a moment, but first some set up. Our theme last year at 
FCF was joy. This really excited me at first, but the more I thought about it, the more I real-
ized how often I don't embrace a joy-filled life. Usually this is because of my tendency to 
worry. Worry about the future. Worry about the present. And, oddly, sometimes I manage to 
worry about the past. My friends, these thought patterns are not fertile fields in which to 
grow joy. 
 
As I work through this spaghetti bowl of concern in my mind, I’ve found one particularly 
helpful trick. I just stop and say thank you for whatever good things I see around me. Amaz-
ingly, it doesn’t really matter if I’m saying thanks for something small like a cup of coffee or 
something much more impactful like the family I belong to. When I shine a light of thankful-
ness around my life, the gloomy darkness of worry retreats. 
 
I’m not the first person to stumble across this truth. Hundreds of years before Archimedes 
took his famous bath, the psalmist wrote, 

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
    and his courts with praise! 
    Give thanks to him; bless his name!” (Psalm 100.4) 

              Continued on page 2 
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There is a strong link between thankfulness and how we relate to God. When we thank him 
for something, we’re right on the cusp of praise. When we combine thanking and praising, 
we’re on our way into his presence. This is how we become grounded in the reality of what 
God has done in our lives. As we move from 2022 to 2023, take a moment to look for the 
good things in your life, then say thanks to the giver of all good gifts. May this be a year of 
EUREKA moments for all of us as we walk with Jesus. 
 
Happy New Year, FCF! 

In light of three of five consecutive Sundays in December and January already fit 
for one gathering (the FCF Christmas Program, Christmas Day, and New Year's 
Day), we decided to include the other two Sundays (12/11 and 12/18) for        
simplicity. Though we anticipated the side benefit of "oneness" that this would 
create during the whole season of Advent, the response from many to continue 
has been overwhelming. 
 
Adding your input to that of the elders and staff, we are planning to extend our 
one-gathering format beyond January 1st. We will keep our start time of 10:15 
am. Sunday education will resume on January 8th, bumping the start time to 
9:00 am. Switchback, FaithKids, and Adult classes will be available during the  
Education hour. FaithKids will also offer children's classes at 10:15 during the       
Worship Gathering. 
 
A big concern I had in doing this was the risk of growing too quickly, forcing us to 
go to two gatherings again in the near future. What a silly concern, isn't it? I pray 
we grow! I pray we reach deeper into Williamsport and the surrounding commu-
nities with the love of Jesus Christ to those who wander without a church home 
and church family. But as we wait patiently for God to bring that about, let's     
continue the unity we are currently enjoying as one church gathered on Sunday 
mornings!   



FRIDAY NIGHT GOLF LEAGUE 

Two years ago, Ron Clipp started a Christian Golf League as a way to allow 

men and women to get together, play a game they love, fellowship, and 

spread God’s love throughout the community.  Below is a summary of what 

has been happening in the league in 2022.  If you would like more infor-

mation about this opportunity, please reach out to Ron at 

rbwilliamsport@outlook.com. 

2 years ago, I was led to start a Christian Golf League on Friday evenings at 

The Greens @ Hamilton Run. We started with 4 - 8 golfers each week. 

Last year we grew to an average of 16. 

During the past two years we have been able to raise roughly $4,000 dollars, with the con-

tributions going to global ministries in Costa Rica and Honduras. Other ministries we also 

supported were the REACH Shelter, a family who was burned out of their home, a patient 

battling brain cancer, Volunteers in Mission, and Micah's Backpack. This year we are adding 

a meal at the Hope Center.  

Our league is open to anyone, including ladies and children. FCF golfers have partnered 

weekly with golfers from the local Church of the Nazarene, but other churches are repre-

sented, also. 

In 2023, we are hoping to have a Golf Tournament on the first Thursday in May, on the Na-

tional Day of Prayer. 

Our league runs from May thru August and meets every Friday night between 4 pm-6pm, 

weather permitting.  

If this sounds like something that you would be interested in, please see me for details. 

On December 18, we held our 2023 Annual Business Meeting.   There 

was a great turn-out. Thank you to all who were able to join us.  We 

would like to extend a big “thank you” to Brian Orndorff and Sam     

Croteau who “roll off” the board this year.  These two gentlemen have 

served FCF as Deacons/Elders for six years.  We are grateful for the leadership and spiritual 

guidance for the past six years as they served in this role.   
 

In addition to a recap of 2022 and looking forward to 2023, there was a vote of approval tak-

en for three Elder Candidates:  David Graff, Lynn Harney, and Ronnie Paul.  We are excited 

to welcome them to the Elder Board and ask for your prayers as they lead in this role.  
 

There are a limited number of the 2023 Annual Business Meeting Booklets that were handed 

out at the meeting available in the foyer at FCF.  These booklets provide a recap of each FCF 

Ministry as well information about each of the new Elders.  



FCF will be participating in HACP’s annu-

al Baby Bottle Fundraiser in 2023.        

Bottles will be available  on Sunday, Janu-

ary 15 in the foyer at FCF.  We are very 

grateful for your generosity in the past 

and look forward to supporting the HAPC 

again this year with your donations. 

Looking forward into 2023, our winter ses-

sion classes are already set in motion.     

Beginning Sunday, January 8th, two classes 

will again be offered at 9am. One will be on 

prayer, led by Clark Robinson, Sr. The other 

will be a class geared to parents of older 

teenagers on Christian sexuality. This one, 

facilitated by Lewis Rudy, will equip parents 

with helpful tools and they discuss this topic 

with their high school students. As a bonus, 

it will also coordinate with some of the 

same discussions happening with the          

students themselves at youth group on 

Wednesday nights. 
  

You are invited to join us on Saturday, January 21 for 

our Global Summit.  This year our theme at FCF is     

Walking with Jesus.  Come join us as we discuss ways 

you can see the world through Christ’s eyes and see 

the world around you as YOUR    mission field.   

 

RSVP in the foyer at FCF or on the FCF App.  A light 

breakfast and lunch will be provided.   

 

If you have any questions, contact Pastor David Glaze, 

FCF Mission Pastor. 



How to Love Your Unsaved Relatives 

The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. --James 5:16 

Annette Cole, a writer in residence at Western Baptist College, told of her daughter in a re-
cent article. She bought a ring with a cross and rose on it over ten years ago to give to her 
daughter, who had denounced her faith and rushed in to sin. 
The Bible asks, "What fellowship can light have with darkness?" (2 Corinthians 6:14). 

So, how do believing parents have healthy relationships with their unsaved family members? 
No parent can possibly blame themselves for the incredible hurt and pain a loved one must 
go through because of their sin. 

Accepting the fact that your relationship will be shallow with someone you love who is lost is 
difficult. Our lives may be the only Bible they ever read. From our actions may come the on-
ly way people will ever see Jesus Christ. Finally, out of our mouths may come the only kind 
and loving words they will truly ever hear. 

As Christians, we want to constantly quote Scripture or share godly wisdom with those who 
are lost, but they've probably heard it numerous times. The most you can do is to commit 
them to the Lord and pray daily for them. Do not let their sinful lifestyle invade your life and 
home, though. Instead, continue to love and pray for them, and offer a listening ear when 
needed. 
A wrong word or action may seem like it can break a fragile relationship with one who does 
not want to associate with you and God's way of living. But, do not cease communication. 
Be the example of God's love and grace in their lives that will set the example. 

PRAYER CHALLENGE: Pray that God's will be done in your relationship with the loved ones 
in your life who don't know Him. Ask Him each and every day to bring them back safely into 
His arms. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
January 2023!  Didn’t we just ring in 2022?  We are looking forward to spending Wednes-
days with you in 2023.  Our New Year’s Potluck will be on Wednesday, January 4 beginning 
at 10am.  We will not have a potluck on January 18. 
 
As the potential for bad weather increases this time of year, please note our inclement 
weather policy.  If Washington County Public Schools have a two hour delay or cancel 
school for the day, we will cancel Y@H.  We will text and email updates and keep you ap-
prised of the status of Y@H.  If you are unsure of whether we will be having Bible Study, feel 
free to contact the FCF Office. 

https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible-verses-about-love-24
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=james+5:16
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=2+corinthians+6:14
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/christian-terms/what-is-grace.html




GIVING REPORTS 
 

To allow time to close out the year and 

prepare the reports, the year-end     

reports will be available mid-January.  

Please note that we only provide       

reports for those who give by           

envelope.  For those who give through 

online giving, you can access your ac-

count to download your year-end re-

port. Please contact the FCF Office if 

you have any questions. 

WAYS TO GIVE at FCF 
 

There are a few ways you can give your tithes 
and offerings at FCF. 
 
• Giving Envelopes—Contact Christy in the 

FCF Office to get a box of Giving Envelopes. . 
You will receive a year-end giving statement. 

• Online Giving—Use the portal on the FCF 
Website on the Giving Tab at the top of the 
page.  Create an account and use your bank 
account or credit card. (There is a processing 
fee of about 2.95% for credit cards.)  The 
funds are sent directly to the FCF bank        
account. You can download your year-end 
giving statement directly from the site. 

• Cash or check in the offering basket without 
an envelope.  This is your best option if you 
choose to give anonymously.  Please note that 
we will give a receipt for any single amount 
over $200 that is given by check. 

• Set up Bill Pay through your online banking 
account.  Your bank will send us a check 
through the mail on your behalf, the FCF Ad-
ministrator will put your check in an envelope 
and put it in the offering basket.  You will re-
ceive a year-end giving statement from FCF.  
(There are no fees associated with this form of 
giving.) 

Is Venmo an Option for 
Giving? 

 
Some have asked if they can give 

through Venmo.  At this time, the 

answer is “I don’t know.”  I am in 

the process of speaking with an    

accountant to get their opinion on 

whether it is safe and a viable       

option for us to use.  If they say that 

it is an option we can use, I will put 

the information in the bulletin.   

 

Faith Christian Fellowship 
16726 Lappans Road 

Williamsport, MD 21795 
 

301-223-4803 
www.explorefcf.com 

 
Office Hours: 

9-3pm 
Tuesday—Wednesday—Thursday 



January 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
10:15am 
Gathering 
 
Communion 

2 3 
 
6pm  Grief-
share 
 

7pm Prayer 
Gathering 
 

7pm Meal & 
Service at the 
Mission 
 

4 
 
10am Y@H 
New Year’s 
Potluck 
 
No Evening 
Ministries 

5 6 7 

8 
 
9am  
Education 
Classes 
Resume 
 
10:15am 
Gathering 

9 10 
 
6pm  Grief-
share 
 

7pm Prayer 
Gathering 

11 
10am Y@H  
 
6pm       
Switchback 
 
6:30pm        
Kidzlife   

12 13 14 

15 
9:am           
Education 
Classes 
10:15am 
Gathering 
Sanctity of 
Life Sunday 

16 17 
 
6pm  Grief-
share 
 

7pm Prayer 
Gathering 

18 
10am Y@H  
 
6pm       
Switchback 
 
6:30pm        
Kidzlife   

19 20 21 
 
9-3pm       
Global Impact      
Summit 

22 
9:am           
Education 
Classes 
 
10:15am 
Gathering 
 
Global Impact 
Sunday 

23 24 25 
10am Y@H  
 
6pm       
Switchback 
 
6:30pm        
Kidzlife   

26 27 28 

29 
9:am           
Education 
Classes 
 
10:15am 
Gathering 
 
Family Sunday 

30 31     


