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GOOD NEWS 

Tony Lehman 

Emmanuel. Let me say it again in case you missed it. EMMANUEL! God is with us.  

This is good news, and trust me, you’re going to need it. As I write this article, we’re brac-

ing ourselves for that terrible annual ritual - the month of January. My apologies to you 

who love those thirty-one cold, empty days, but please reevaluate your choices. January 

is a raw deal. The holidays have come and gone, but winter is just getting started. Days 

are short and nights are long - even the sun does its best to avoid this season. And don’t 

forget the wind...excuse me, the howling wind. I can feel my fingers tingling now. 

With this bleak picture in mind, you’ll forgive me for clinging to the great hope we cele-

brate at Christmas. Even as we say farewell to December, Jesus is still Emmanuel. God is 

still with us. When Jesus took on flesh, he proved that he wasn’t just “God thinking of us,” 

or “God checking in on us,” or even “God taking care of us.” No, he was every part God 

with us. That makes all the difference when we walk the road of life. When confronted with 

a hardship, say January, I know how God could fix it. In my wisdom, I want Jesus to come 

and tear that frosty page right out of the calendar. Instead, he builds a fire and hands me 

a cup of hot chocolate. God is with us. In my wisdom, I want Him to make life easy, but He 

offers to be my peace and strength. God is with us. In my wisdom, I want Him to make me 

perfect, but He gives me grace. God is with us. He is a trustworthy walking companion for 

the journey because He has been this way before. 
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The author of Hebrews put it like this: 

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus 

the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high 

priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has 

been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then ap-

proach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and 

find grace to help us in our time of need. (Hebrews 4.14-16 NIV) 

My prayer for all of us in 2022 (from the grind of January to the glory of June to the glow 
of December) is that we confidently find our grace, our peace, and our joy at the feet of 
Emmanuel, God with us. Happy New Year! 







How to Be a Force for Encouragement to Others 
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful 
for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 
- Ephesians 4:29 

Old Eb was, like many of his breed, rather stingy with words. He said very little, and even 
when he spoke, it was rather grudgingly. But one evening he was sitting on the front steps 
with his wife. The long day’s work, the good supper, and the peaceful sights and sounds 
of dusk must have softened him up a little. So he took his pipe out of his mouth and said, 
“When I think of what you’ve meant to me all these years, Judith, sometimes it’s almost 
more than I can stand not to tell you!” 

Samuel Butle may have been onto something when he said, “Praise, like gold and dia-
monds, owes its value to its scarcity.” However, most of us would prefer to err on the side 
of giving too much praise than too little. 

When others think of you, how do you think they would rate you on the amount of praise 
and encouragement you give them? Are you a force for encouragement in their lives? Or, 
do you tend to be discouraging as you interact with them? 
Today’s Scripture couldn’t be clearer… every Christian should be a force for encourage-
ment in the lives of others. Even in times of disagreement and rebuking, you can still 
speak to others in an encouraging way, letting them know that you care for them. So 
when it comes to your dealings with others, always be encouraging and let 
the love of Christ shine through you. 

Prayer Challenge: 
Pray that God would reveal to you someone who needs a word of comfort today. Then, go 
encourage them with the love of Christ! 

 

On January 1, we will enjoy our annual New Year’s Potluck.  We’ll join together at 1pm 
and share the meal together and enjoy of time of special music.   

We look forward to starting the 2022 together for Bible Study, a time of Praise and Wor-
ship, and sharing prayer concerns and praises. If you haven’t joined us, we invite you to 
check it out!   

We encourage you to try to arrive a few minutes before 10am on Wednesdays so we can 
get started promptly at 10am.  

We pray that 2022 is your best year yet and look forward to worshipping and studying 
with you!. 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=ephesians+4:29
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible-verses-about-love-24
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/


The Hagerstown Area Pregnancy Clinic offers confidential services to preg-
nancy women including free medical quality test, ultrasounds, and counseling 
to women considering abortion. 

The clinic shares with women who have had an abortion that there is hope 
and forgiveness found in Christ. 

The Clinic’s office is located at 152 West Washington Street.  It is located be-
side Hagerstown Reproductive Health Services, an abortion clinic in       
Hagerstown, MD.    

HAPC offers 4:10 Outreach which includes a food bank, diaper program, 
mentoring, abortion recovery, and community referrals. 

HAPC annual holds their “Baby Bottle Campaign” which is a fundraiser to help 
support the clinic financially.  FCF will be participating in the 2022 Baby Bottle 
Campaign.  

The clinic partners with many outside community organizations to provide a 
wide range of    services for women experiencing an unplanned pregnancy. 

Embrace Grace, Inc is a ministry through HAPC that meets with single moms 
who are expecting and walks them through a Bible Study that encourages 
them and points them to know who Jesus is and helps them to see the value 
He has placed on their lives and the life of their unborn child. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

• Women will visit the clinic and choose life for their unborn child 

• Women will visit the clinic for post-abortion counseling and find hope 
and forgiveness in Christ 

• A financially successful “Baby Bottle Campaign” 

• Volunteers for the various ministries within HAPC 

 

For more information about FHFH, visit www.hapconline.com 





January 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
1pm Young at 

Heart Potluck 

2 
Communion 

3 4 
Prayer & Fasting 

7pm Meal & Ser-
vice at the Mis-
sion 

7pm Prayer   
Gathering 

5 
10am Y@H 

No Switchback or 
Kidzlife 

6 7 8 

9 
Education Classes 

Begin 

10 11 
7pm Prayer   
Gathering 

12 
10am Y@H 

6pm Switchback 

6:30pm Kidzlife 

13 14 15 

16 
RSVP deadline for 
Global Impact 
Weekend Events 

17 18 
7pm Prayer   
Gathering 

19 
10am Y@H/
Potluck 

6pm Switchback 

6:30pm Kidzlife 

20 21 
6:30pm Missions 
Banquet 

22 
9am-3:30pm 
Global Impact 
Workshop 

23 24 25 
7pm Prayer   
Gathering 

26 
10am Y@H 

6pm Switchback 

6:30pm Kidzlife 

27 28 29 

30 
Family Sunday 

31      


